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WHAT A CHILD NEEDS TO LEARN
By Jenifer Tull-Gauger Renshi, 5th Dan

Over a decade ago, I
watched a documentary
BLACK T-SHIRTS about why people land in
Available by pre-order only! prison, and why they end
up returning. The bigYou can still order a black
gest take-away was that
dojo t-shirt in memory of
Taika Oyata. The New Zea- those prisoners didn’t
land dojos have shared this t learn that their actions
-shirt design with us to help have consequences.
raise funds for their students They don’t make the
connection that their
to attend the Alliance Summer Camp. These shirts are choices shape their lives.
$20 each, available by pre- The most important thing
order only. Red order sheet a child needs to learn is
that what he does will
and sample shirt are at the
have an effect.
dojo in the front room.
Parents love their children and want to protect
them. That is a parent’s
job. But if we protect a
child from the reality of
her actions, we cause her
long-term harm.
We have to temper the
allowing of conseThe East Valley Kicker
quences with our timeis provided courtesy of
learned wisdom. For
East Valley Martial
example, it isn’t fair, or
Arts—Kenshin Kan
wise, to let a young child
Head Instructors:
reap the long-term conseKirk Gauger,
Renshi, 5th Dan &
quences of not brushing
Jenifer Tull-Gauger,
his teeth. He would be
Renshi, 5th Dan
dealing with cavities and

caps in adulthood from a
childhood when he only
knew how to live in the
moment. Parents have to
keep the big picture in
mind. That’s also a parent’s job.
But it’s vitally important that a parent keeps an
eye out for those opportunities when a child can
learn from her actions. It
might be not interfering
when a child is overly
bossy with a friend.
When the friend goes
home mad, the parent can
point out that the bossiness had a consequence.
One mom constantly
reminded and nagged her
son about setting the dinner table. Finally, she
told him that it was his
responsibility each night
and she would not remind
him again. That night,
when he didn’t do his job,
the whole family had to
eat spaghetti off the table
with their hands. He saw
that his action (or lack of
action) had consequences.

Parents and adults
who mentor kids, who
promise a certain consequence for a certain behavior and don’t follow
through, are doing children a disservice. In
order to help children
learn important life
skills, we need to make
sure we are willing to
follow through with the
consequences we
threaten, and then do the
difficult but necessary
job of following
through, no matter how
time consuming or emotionally or physically
exhausting it is.
After spending childhood seeing the consequences of their actions,
young people can make
good decisions. They
will learn that the
choices they make put
them on a path to a destination. If they don’t
like that destination,
they can choose to step
onto a better path by
changing their actions.

OCT. WEAPON: Nunchaku
(for Nov.: Sai, Kama, etc.),
FOCUS: Dojo Kun #3

NEW Sai, Tan Bo,
or Kama 10%

off

October 2014

In-stock or order by Sat. 8/19

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
3

4

10 >No

11

7 >9:30am-

8 >No

9

12

13 Japanese

14

15

16

10:20am class
open to kids
(padded weapons sparring).
>Special p.m.
class from
6:30-7:30 only.

classes, Dojo
Closed
(condensed
Fall Break
schedule)

classes, Dojo
Closed
(condensed
Fall Break
schedule)

Language Lesson, 7:10 to
8:10 pm**.

19

20 Japanese

21

22

23

17 Black Belt 18 Last day
Club for BBC
members
9:10am.

to place Century orders for
this month.

24

25 Class at

Language Lesson, 7:10 to
8:10 pm**.

26

27 Japanese

Language Lesson, 7:10 to
8:10 pm**.

Sat

2

6 Japanese

Language Lessons (Session
2), 7:10 to
8:10pm, **$20
per 4-week
session.

Fri

1

5 Fall Break
schedule,
changes in
classes this
week are
here>

KENSHIN KAN

RENSHIS’ CELL: (480) 330-8886

9:10am only.
Certificates* &
Test* 10:10a.

28

29

30

31 Classes

cancelled today. Dojo Halloween Party
4:00-5:30pm,
free, stop by!

Certificate
Ceremony &
Testing takes

place the last
Saturday of the
month, except
holidays. Class
will be at 9:10a.

* = Wear full formal gi / uniform.

